Virilizing mature ovarian cystic teratomas.
Three further cases of mature benign cystic teratomas of the ovary associated with virilization are added to the three previously reported in the literature. They were found in postmenopausal, obese, diabetic women aged 52, 61, and 67 years. The patients presented with hirsutism and voice changes and clitoromegaly was present in one. Testosterone and androstenedione levels were elevated but promptly regressed after removal of the tumours. Histologically, sheets of stromal luteinized cells were found peripherally at the interface between the neoplasm and ovarian tissue. Luteinization of ovarian stroma induced by an unknown factor related to diabetes mellitus is the origin of the virilization.